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The people’s struggle for real change:  Let’s finish it!!

The lawyers representing the 29 MDC 
members facing false charges of 
murdering a police officer in Glen View, 
Harare in May last year, have written 
to the trial judge, Justice Chinembiri 
Bhunu to give their clients a trial date.

The 29 MDC members have been in 
remand prison since February when 
they were indicted for trial.  

Others have been in remand prison for 
nearly a year since their arrest in May 
last year.

However, the trial failed to kick-off then 
as the lawyers had not finished drafting 
the accused defence outlines.

This month, Justice Bhunu denied the 
accused leave to appeal for bail at the 
Supreme Court claiming that their 
appeals had no merits.

Their lawyers have also completed the 
defence outlines and have submitted the 
papers to the High Court.

In their letter to Justice Bhunu, the 
lawyers are pushing for a trial date 
and on that date they will make a fresh 
application for bail.

There are serious concerns that the 
accused are living in inhumane 
conditions with two of the female 
inmates, Rebecca Masvikeni and 
Yvonne Musarurwa staying in solitary 
confinement in the male section at 
Chikurubi Maximum Prison.

It is also worrying that the 29 are being 
denied bail while seven police officers 
who were involved in the murder of 
Luxmore Chivambo in Shamva earlier 
this year have already been granted bail 
by the same courts upon first reading.

Nearly 12 months after the Glen View 
incident, no evidence linking the 
29 activists to the murder has been 
presented in court.

On several occasions, the High Court 
did not sit as either the prosecutor was 
attending a funeral, or was sick or was  
not ready to argue his case. 

The judge also had his moment when he 
could not come to court as he was “not 
feeling well” or was attending to some 
“other business”. Now he has reserved 
judgement “indefinitely”. 

There were no reports of the police 
officers being tortured in custody; 

no non-appearances in court by 
the prosecutor; no sick judge; no 
invocation of Section 121; no 
judgement reserved “indefinitely”. 
 
While the murderous policemen enjoy 
their freedom, the 29 innocent MDC 
officials languish in prison. The MDC 
challenges the police to present before 
a competent court, any evidence they 
may linking the 29 to the murder. 
 
As the MDC, we demand the immediate 
release of 29 of our members. We 
condemn the State and the judiciary’s 
manoeuvres in continuing to imprison, 

persecute and harass innocent and 
peace-loving Zimbabweans whose only 
crimes are to be members of a political 
party that is fighting to bring about 
democratisation to Zimbabwe.
 
Those accused for the false murder and 
public violence charges are; 

Solomon Madzore, the chairperson 
Youth Assembly chairperson, Last 
Maengahama, a national executive 
member, Councillor Oddrey Sydney 
Chirombe of Ward 33, Budiriro, 
Councillor Tungamirai Madzokere of 
Ward 32, Glen View, Cynthia Manjoro, 

MDC activists seek trial date

Stanford Mangwiro, Tendai Chinyama, 
Jefias Moyo, Abina Rutsito, Gabriel 
Banda, Stephen Takaedzwa, Linda 
Masiyamhanje, Tafadzwa Billiard, 
Simon Mudimu, Dube Zwelibanzi, 
Simon Mapanzure, Augustine 
Tengenyika, Gapara Nyamadzawo, 
Paul Rukanda, Lazarus and Stanford 
Maengahama, Kerina Dewa, Memory 
Ncube, Rebecca Mafukeni, Yvonne 
Musarurwa, Phineas Nhatarikwa, 
Edwin Muingiri, Francis Vambai and 
Lovemore Magaya.

This is a shameful travesty of justice.

Zimbabweans should look forward to a 
Second Draft Constitution soon as the 
process to come up with the country’s 
supreme law is progressing on well with 
consultations on the first draft having 
been completed, COPAC has said.

This is contrary to what the public has 
been made to believe by some sections 
of media that there are serious divisions 
at COPAC and Zanu PF was mulling 
pulling out of the constitution-making 
process. 

“The Constitution Parliamentary 
Committee (COPAC) wishes to advise 
Zimbabweans that the consultations 
that have been taking place on the First 

COPAC Draft Constitution as mandated 
by the Management Committee have 
now been completed and the feedback 
is now available,” COPAC announced 
in a Press Statement which was signed 
by the three Co-Chairpersons.

Hon. Douglas Mwonzora is the MDC-
seconded chairperson while Paul 
Mangwana and Edward Mkhosi are 
from Zanu pf and the Ncube factions, 
respectively.

COPAC was scheduled to meet 
yesterday to consider the issues raised 
during the consultations.

“The Select Committee will therefore 

meet on Monday the 14th of May 
2012 to consider the issues raised 
during the consultations. Thereafter, 
a Second COPAC Draft Constitution 
will be completed and submitted to the 
Management Committee for its review. 

“This Second COPAC Draft 
Constitution will incorporate issues 
which the Management Committee 
resolved to ‘unpark’ during its own 
consultations as well as any matter 
arising out of the feedback received, 
said COPAC.

Issues that were ‘parked’ in the 
First Draft Constitution include the 
functions and competences of tiers of 
government, devolution of legislative 
authority, conflict between national 
and provincial legislation as well as 
the power of Parliament to nullify 
provincial  legislation. These issues are 
part of Chapter 5 (Tiers of Government) 
of the draft constitution.

Another parked item in the First draft is 
Chapter 14 which deals with provincial 
and local government. 

After the completion of the Second 
Draft Constitution, the document 
will be presented to the Management 

Committee for adoption. Once it is 
adopted, people will be called to air their 
views at the Second All Stakeholders 
Conference. A referendum will then be 
held. 

It was suspected that Zanu PF wants to 
disengage from COPAC after realising 
that the people’s wishes have been 
included into the new law after the 
party failed to smuggle its ideas for 
consideration. This has been hailed as a 
victory for the people because the draft 
was a result of a people-driven process.

MDC would like to encourage 
Zimbabweans to support the new 
Constitution because it is one of the 
pre-requisites of a free and fair election. 

Moreover, a new Constitution will 
guarantee the secrecy of the ballot as 
well as security of the vote and voter. 

At the same time, the people’s Party of 
Excellence is encouraging all eligible 
voters to register to vote so that they 
participate in the next elections and 
bring democracy to the country.

Second Draft on its way The MDC this week begins to 
name and shame all pepertrators 
of violence in Zimbabwe.

If you know of any pepertrators 
in your area, please feel free to 
contact us.

Major Nhoko and a CIO 
operative, Gomo have been 
threatening people in Kariba rural, 
touring areas including Chalala, 
Siyakobvu, Sambakaruma, 
Negande and Mola.

The two, with the assistance of 
Zanu PF  thugs, have been going 
around the villages, in government 
vehicles, threatening people with 
unspecified action if they support 
the MDC.

They have threatened the return 
of the 2008 election bloodbath 
should the MDC activities be seen 
in the area. 

The people, particularly in Mola 
have however, shaken off the 
threats saying they will support 
whichever party they want. They 
said that they will not be stopped 
by a few individuals desperate to 
save their loot at the expense of 
national development. 

Roll of Shame

Rebecca Mafukeni Stanford Mangwiro Solomon Madzore

Hon Douglas Mwonzora
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Those who have names of perpetrators of violence in your constituencies 
feel free to phone or write to  

MDC Information and Publicity department.   
Telephone: 04-770708 

Email: mdcnewsbrief@gmail.com
Postal Address: Harvest House, 4th Floor, 

44 Nelson Mandela Avenue, Harare.

Promise Mkwananzi, the MDC Youth 
Assembly secretary general has called 
for the arrest of Zanu PF militia and 
State security agents who are responsible 
for the murder of hundreds of MDC 
supporters across the country in 2008.

Mkwananzi made the call while 
addressing hundreds of MDC members, 
family and friends at a memorial service 
of Tonderai Ndira in Mabvuku, Harare 

over the weekend. Ndira, a former MDC 
Youth Assembly national secretary for 
defence was abducted and murdered by 
State security agents on 14 May 2008.

“We want justice.  Ndira did not die 
from a road accident or illness but he 
was murdered by people who are still 
free and no investigations into the matter 
have been held.  Many of our members 
were murdered during the 2008 sham 
presidential election and no-one has 
been charged for the murders,” said 
Mkwananzi.

“We lost youth leaders like Ishmael 
Kauzani and Better Chokururama 
amongst others but nothing has happened 
to the people who murdered them.  These 
people must be taken to Chikurubi 
Maximum Prison where they belong,” he 
said.

Barnabas Ndira, a young brother to 
Tonderai thanked the party for the support 
that they are giving to the Ndira family 
since his death.

“We miss our brother, but we are very 

Gutu - Overzealous police officers 
on Saturday blocked an MDC rally at 
Matizha Business Centre, 30 km from 
Gutu Mupandawana Growth Point on 
the instructions of Chief Serima.
 
In an incident that has once again 
exposed the police’s ineptitude, Chief 
Serima, whose real name is Vengai 
Rushwaya instructed the police to 
block the MDC rally claiming he had 
convened a meeting at the same venue.

The MDC provincial leaders said the 
reaction by the police reflected lack of 
professionalism  and gross incompetence. 

The MDC provincial chairperson, 
Wilstaff Sitemere said a group of 
30 police officers in full riot gear 
descended at Matizha Business Centre 
around 8 am and ordered everyone 
gathered to disperse. 

He said three police trucks were 
used to ferry the anti-riot police 
officers from Gutu and Chatsworth 
police stations respectively. The 
police maintained a heavy presence 
at the place throughout the day. 

“Matizha Business Centre was literally 

turned into a war zone as police details 
cordoned the whole place.  Philip 
Manyanye, one of our members on 
the ground produced the clearance 
letter from the police but they were 
not moved. The police said they were 
acting on instructions from Chief 
Serima.  Our attempts to negotiate 
with the police hit a brick wall,” said 
Sitemere.
 
The MDC provincial secretary, Hon. 
Tongai Matutu took a swipe at the 
police for receiving instructions from 
Chief Serima.
 
“We were shocked to learn that Chief 
Serima instructed the police to block 
the MDC rally. It is now clear that we 
do not have a professional police force 
in the country but rather, it is a Zanu PF 
arm. 

“We wonder how the police can justify 
the fact that they had to bring 30 heavily 
armed officers to block the rally. Chief 
Serima is a well-known Zanu PF 
political commissar who deliberately 
convened his so-called meeting as a ploy 
to block our rally,” said Hon. Matutu. 

Wedza – 85 year old Sekuru Cleopas 
Togara Makoni is working hard in Wedza 
district as the MDC elections director to 
bring real to the people of Zimbabwe.

Sekuru Makoni was last year appointed 
the district elections director for Wedza 
and for him, old age will not deter him 
from delivering real change to Zimbabwe.

Born in Wedza in June 1927, Sekuru 
Makoni studied at Kutama Mission in 
Zvimba with Zanu PF’s Robert Mugabe.  
He received a United Junior Certificate 
before training as a teacher at Gokomere 
Mission in Masvingo. 

He later taught Gokomere Mission 
outside Masvingo and St Mary’s Mission 
in Wedza before retiring in 1992 and 
starting his own business which is still in 
operation in Wedza.

“Even though I am old, I will continue 
to work hard for the party, visiting, 
mobilising and strengthening the 
structures,” said Sekuru Makoni.

He joined the MDC at its formation in 
1999 and in 2008 in the run-up to the 
27 June presidential sham election, 
Sekuru Makoni was abducted by Zanu 
PF hooligans on his way to Marondera to 
purchase goods for his shop.

He was taken to Marondera Police Station 
where he was severely assaulted. 

“During the attack I lost 18 of my 
remaining upper teeth and the assailants 
also broke my right hand.  The party 
officials came to my rescue and took me 
to Harare for treatment,” said Sekuru 
Makoni.

He said it was sad that Zanu PF continued 
to abuse the people of Zimbabwe by 
using scorched earth policies to run the 
government.

“The people of Zimbabwe need jobs, 
better health and education and I know 
that Zanu PF will not be able to do this 
but only an MDC government.  My appeal 
to the youths in Zimbabwe is that they 
should not loose hope but they should 
register as voters in order to change their 
lives,” said Sekuru Makoni

Hon. Lovemore Moyo the MDC 
National Chairperson and the Speaker 
of the House of Assembly last week 
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Human and Social Studies from the 
University of South Africa (Unisa).

In his studies, Hon. Moyo specialised 
in rural development which he is very 
passionate about, dating back to the 
days before he was elected the MP for 
Matobo.

“By studying for the degree it was 
not about getting employment but 
self commitment and dedication.  It is 
something that is achievable even at my 
age and it is something that I continue 
to enjoy and plan for the development 
of the country.  I will continue with that 
passion even after quitting politics,” 
said Hon. Moyo.

He urged the youths to continue 
studying hard for personal development 
and that of the country adding that 
success came through education.

“For me, I was disadvantaged that I had 
to quit school at the age of 14 in order 
to participate in the liberation struggle 
for Zimbabwe’s independence for five 
years.  However, after independence 
I discovered that education was the 
cornerstone of success and that is 

why I am still studying and it has no 
replacement,” said Hon. Moyo.

He said during his studies, he had 
discovered that Zimbabwe had vast 
opportunities especially in terms of 
rural development.

“We need to utilise the natural resources 
that we have.  For example, Matopo has 
plenty of mangoes, guavas and edible 
worms that grow in the wild.  We need to 
harvest these fruits and process them in 
the districts and create employment by 
establishing factories in the districts,” 
said Hon. Moyo.

Hon Patrick Nene Sibanda of Binga North 
has described the state of his constituency 
as dire adding that there is need for direct 
funding for rural constituencies to aid 
developmental activities.

Speaking to The Real Change Times, Hon 
Sibanda said the state of facilities in his 
constituency is sad and more needs to be 
done.

“I am appealing, on behalf of the 
constituency, for assistance in any way. 
We want to ensure that our children get 
quality and affordable education but this 
is not possible with the state of schools 
at the moment. We want our families to 
get medical assistance within walking 
distance but this is difficult because we 
only have a nurse aide at the central 
clinic and no accommodation, electricity 
and water at the said clinic,” said Hon 
Sibanda.

In Sikalenge Ward, the Siyabuzuba clinic 
is in need of qualified personnel as the 
clinic is run by a nurse aid. 

“There is no water supply to the clinic, 
yet the Zambezi river is 20 km away. 
There is no electricity, yet the transformer 
is within the clinic’s premises and there 
is no staff accommodation, which is why 
we do not have nurses. We are looking 
for funds now to ensure the plumbing and 
tubing is done. Houses need to built,” said 
Hon Sibanda.

He said that the clinic was built in the 
early 2000 and has been manned by the 
said nurse aid since.

Hon Sibanda said at Sinampande 
Secondary School, they managed to 
put up the roof of a classroom block 
constructed by the community as well as 
supplied cement for the beam filling using 
the Constituency Development Fund, 
(CDF).

“There are no teachers’ houses and there 
are a few toilets here. More need to be 
constructed. There is only one classroom 
block which caters for all levels, so 
many children learn from outside. We 
are looking for well wishers to help us 
construct two more blocks and staff 
quarters.

“We have a huge concern to this end 
because qualified teachers do not want 
to live under squalid conditions. Two 

teachers are being forced to share a house 
so we are unable to retain the workforce,” 
he said.

The same outcry has been witnessed at 
Bunsiwa Primary school in Siachilaba 
ward where there is only one dilapidated 
block and another one currently under 
construction.

The MDC is fully committed to devolution 
because this will enable the local people 
to have an influence on developmental 
needs of any community. 

The MDC believes that when power 
is given back to the people, they 
are more reliably able to institute 
relevant developmental needs of their 
communities.

grateful for the support we are getting 
from the party.  We want the people 
who murdered Tonderai to be brought to 
justice and we are not going to rest until 
that has been achieved,” said Barnabas.

Ndira who was buried at the Warren Hills 
cemetery left behind a wife, Plaxedeus 
and two children, Raphael and Linnet.

Over 500 MDC members were murdered 
in the run-up to the 27 June 2008 
presidential sham election.

2008 murderers should be arrested - Mkwananzi

Police block MDC rally in Gutu

Sekuru Makoni continues to fight for real change

Speaker Moyo 
graduates at Unisa

Development lacking : Sibanda

The late Tonderai Ndira

The MDC has condemned the careless and 
treasonous utterances made by Major General 
Martin Chedondo last week urging members 
of the defence forces to take part in politics 
and support Zanu PF, contrary to the laws of 
Zimbabwe. 

Chedondo made the remarks in Mutoko while 
addressing 3 000 troops from 2 Brigade who are 
on a training exercise.

His utterances are against the Global Political 
Agreement (GPA) signed by President Morgan 
Tsvangirai, Zanu PF’s Robert Mugabe and 
Arthur Mutambara in 2008.

Soldiers and other security agents are supposed 
to be apolitical and their duty is to protect the 
people of Zimbabwe and the country. 

They must be viewed by the people as partners 
in development in any democratic nation.

As a Party, we have always made our position 
clear that there is need of security sector 
realignment before the next elections. The 
country needs a professional security team that 
is able to guarantee the secrecy of the vote as 
well as the security of the vote and the voter in 
the next election.

The people of Zimbabwe need to go into the 
next election without fear of reprisal from the 
State security agents as was witnessed in 2008. 
During that period over 500 MDC supporters 
were killed while thousands others were 
maimed; assaulted and displaced by Zanu PF 
rogues.

Chedondo joins other securocrats in supporting 
Zanu PF when they are not supposed to be 
partisan. 

Former Brigadier General, Douglas 
Nyikayaramba once declared that Mugabe must 
rule Zimbabwe forever. The statement, which 
was an apparent bootlicking gesture, earned 
him promotion to Major General ahead of the 
next elections.

The MDC calls on all peace-loving people of 
Zimbabwe not to be intimidated by utterances 
made by Chedondo and to remain focussed 
until the fight for real change and democracy in 
Zimbabwe has been won.

MDC slams the army’s 
meddling in politics

The  headmaster‘s house at Bunsiwa Primary School
The graduate: Hon Moyo

Sekuru Cleopas Makoni of Wedza


